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1333 Park Avenue. Emeryville, CA 94608-3517
t (510) 596-4300 | f (510) 596-4389

CITY OF EMERYVILLE PUBLIC ART PROGRAM REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR A PUBLIC ART MURAL PROJECT AT THE EMERYVILLE GREENWAY;
POWELL TO STANFORD EXTENSION

Marchant Building Mural by
Local Artist Ian Ross

The City of Emeryville invites artists, as individuals or teams, to submit proposals for the design
and implementation of a public art mural project at the Emeryville Greenway; Powell to
Stanford segment. This new segment of the greenway is located in the central part of the City
where a wide variety of uses come together at one of the City’s primary intersections. The site
is visible from multiple intersections and from auto, bicycle, and pedestrian viewpoints, and
therefore presents a unique opportunity for artists to highlight this key location in the heart of
Emeryville.
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: November 30, 2017 See Application Procedures Below.

Marchant Building Mural
by

A. PROJECT DESCRIPTION/SITE LOCATION
Emeryville is a small, vibrant, city located between Berkeley and Oakland. The City
connects is at the eastern foot of the San Francisco Bay Bridge and is a regional retail
destination as well as headquarters of a number of companies in high- tech, biotech,
film, new media, culinary and the fine arts. Its residential population of just under 12,000
includes an ethnically and culturally diverse mix of people. Emeryville has a unique
production-oriented cultural arts district (which recently received a coveted State of
California Cultural District designation). Our community has a large number of artists
who live and work in older industrial properties that have been converted to live/work
spaces.

Project Site

State Cultural District Map Outline

The Project Site is associated with a new segment of the Emeryville Greenway. This
section connects two major City thoroughfares; Powell Street and Stanford Avenue. At
least one building (the easterly wall of a former industrial building, currently occupied
by the Broken Rack pool hall) faces the Greenway and is to be considered part of the
proposal. A second, smaller building (an accessory building associated with the Honor
Bar restaurant) is also clearly visible at the Powell/Hollis intersection and would be the
first building visible for community members enjoying the new multi-modal pathway and
linear park that is being developed as part of this new Greenway segment. It should be
noted that these structures are visible from multiple viewpoints and therefore the
proposal should consider this urban framework when developing mural proposals.
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Proposals that consider the general context and translate well from various angles will be
given preference over those that consider only the immediate pedestrian perspective.
Please see Attachment 2 for example photos of urban context and viewpoints of the
potential mural wall(s). Where possible, proposals should include each of the five
primary viewpoints (A-E) shown in these photos in either a line drawing or computer
rendered illustration in addition to any material examples or models submitted.
The City of Emeryville is home to a well-known artist
community that hosts the annual Emeryville Celebration of
the Arts event. Consequently, your artwork will be viewed by
a wide variety of visitors including those who are visiting the
City for a day of enjoying its spectacular views of the Bay,
shopping, doing business, picnicking, attending bicycle
events, jogging, walking or visiting to attend the month-long
annual Celebration of the Arts. The primary automobile point
of access from the larger region is via Interstate 80 at Powell
Street, but several other points of access exist for vehicular,
bicycle and pedestrian visitors. Public improvements for the
Greenway are currently anticipated to include: a functioning
windmill, a multi-modal pathway, seating areas, green
(trellis) walls, and landscaping. The Broken Rack also
anticipates improvements to their building such as awnings,
overhead lighting and low fencing installations and seating either immediately adjacent to or
as part of the improvements to the wall(s). Consequently, the proposed plans will need to
consider those improvements as part of the project context. See Attachment 3 (Draft Plans;
Broken Rack Remodel).

Conceptual Plan; Greenway extension at Powell to Stanford

Key: Primary Mural Site

Potential Secondary (second mural) location
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While costs are always a consideration in a public art project, the mural(s) proposal
need not be limited to hand or spray-painted applications alone; for example, other
mural projects in the City have included mosaic tiles. The proposal is to include at
least a proposal for the Primary Site and may include a second or related mural
at the Potential Secondary location identified in this site plan and depicted in the
photo Viewpoints (see Attachment 2).
B. PROJECT GOALS
Elements of the Greenway at Powell to Stanford public art mural project should:
1. Enhance public awareness of and respect for the natural and built environment
of the City, including its diverse uses and users in a tranquil and joyful setting.
2. Provide an attractive environment at the heart of the City and an improvement
to the aesthetics of the City as seen from multiple roadway intersections and
pedestrian/bicycle corridors; scale at different levels is to be considered.
3. Create an inspirational art work that can be enjoyed by everyone including
children as well as adults, business persons, residents and visitors alike.
4. Create a more defined and aesthetic physical link between the expanded
Greenway area at Powell to Stanford and the existing Greenway immediately
north of the project site while considering the site’s immediate natural
environment, urban setting, and recent Greenway improvements.
5. The Greenway is a place of tranquility, respite, and rest in the middle of a
densely developed area of the City. The mural should consider how best to
support this intent.
Note regarding interpretation of historic agricultural and industrial uses: The mural is
not intended to be a “historic” or “political” comment; the goal is to consider the context
of setting and background, enrich the lives of the community through a joyful and
inspirational work appropriate for the building/scale, and read at both the auto and
pedestrian level while allowing for artistic expression.
C. PROJECT PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS
1. General
a. Broad themes, no interpretive or literal imagery wanted; proposal may focus
on abstract art if appropriate;
b. Artist to acknowledge that site owner will be, and the business owner/tenant
may be, included in selection of the art;
c. Consideration of multiple viewpoints and context as depicted in Attachment
2. The mural(s) will be installed on private property adjoining the public
Greenway. Consequently, a Public Art Easement with a specified limited
term for the installation (from five to 20 years) and maintenance
requirements will be required, at which time the artwork may be removed,

covered over or updated to extend its lifespan or be modified to meet future
community objectives;
d. Avoid literal interpretive themes of historic or political nature.
e. Project assumptions include:
i. All applicants must read and acknowledge acceptance of the terms
of the City's public art contract as found here prior to responding to
this RFP:
http://www.emeryville.org/DocumentCenter/View/6265
Note: The terms of the contract are non-negotiable and failure to
accept the terms of the contract will result in disqualification from the
project at the proposal phase.
ii. Selected artists will be required to waive their rights of integrity to
commissioned artwork as pertains to its removal or repair as set forth
in the California Art Preservation Act and the Visual Artists Rights Act.
iii. All artwork materials must have a minimum lifespan as specified in the
Public Art Easement, and artists or artist teams must be prepared, if
selected, to provide a maintenance plan for the work as part of the final
submission.
2. Eligibility
This RFP is open to artists residing in California who meet the minimum eligibility
qualifications indicated below:
a. Successful completion of at least two permanent exterior art installation
or design projects, preferably those that are similar in scope and nature
to this project.
b. Aesthetic excellence in the design and execution of completed projects.
c. Ability to install or oversee the installation of the commissioned work.
d. Ability to comply with the project deadlines as indicated below.
e. Compliance with stated Proposed Project Requirements as listed below.
3. Mural Program Application Submittal Requirements
PLEASE SUBMIT EIGHT (8) collated packets of the following written materials in
the order listed:
a. Written Materials
i. Written Statement describing the mural in terms of colors, dimensions,
siting on available wall(s), and included elements. If applying as a
team, please indicate the name and contact information for the team’s
representative, and their project role.
ii. Budget (see Attachment 1, Page 2)
The artist is to propose a budget as part of the proposal. You are
encouraged to quote similar projects you have done in the past and/or
thoroughly research similar projects in making your budget proposal.
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iii.
iv.
v.

vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.

In addition to materials and time-related costs, the budget is to
consider installation costs based on suggested methodology. This
amount is to include all costs related to the team’s design and project
management fees; all subcontracted and consultant costs, including
engineers, electricians, fabricators, studio and overhead costs;
fabrication, transportation, delivery, storage and installation of all art
components; General and Automobile Liability, Professional Liability
and Fine Arts insurance as required, costs required for all permits and
licenses, including street lane closures (if applicable); and all other
costs associated with the art project including a minimum budget
contingency of 15%. The City will reserve additional funds in
contingency for costs potentially incurred by the City or to be allocated
to the artist for unforeseen reasons.
Timeline (written statement to include a summary description if a
separate attachment is provided).
Maintenance plan/materials description
Project approach.
Note: if proposing community participation, include a description of the
means and methods for recruiting participants and roles to be taken by
participants. Please also include information regarding:

Site preparation

Paint/Primer/Sealer

Supplies/Materials

Equipment rentals
Professional Resumes.
Resumes are to be provided for each applicant/member of the applicant
team. Not more than 3 pages per applicant are requested.
Hardcopy submittals of Previous Work.
A hard copy printout of six images and an image list for submitted
projects that includes each completed project’s name, location, date of
installation, project budget, and commissioning agency.
Hardcopy submittal of Proposed Work.
A hard copy printout of six images (see Attachment 2), that depict the
proposed mural in context. The context photos should be modified with
computer rendered images or hand drawing to represent the proposed
mural on the site photos.
Professional References.
Please provide professional references, including phone and email
contact information.

b. Electronic Copies.
ONE ELECTRONIC COPY OF MATERIALS in the form of a Compact Disc,
flash drive or Dropbox file. Electronic submittal shall contain the following:

i.

Examples of prior work (color images). A maximum of 6 digital images,
total, for individual artists or for teams, of completed projects that are
relevant to the goals stated in this RFP. Images of studio work will not
be accepted.
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ii. Visual proposal (can be line drawing) as articulated in written statement.
iii. Images must be in JPG format at 72 dpi minimum. Images formatted into
a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation are preferred.
iv. Photos of site including computer rendering of placement of proposed
work . Please also include Site plan/dimensions/location.
v. A pdf of the written materials required in A. i-v above.
c. Administrative Materials
i. One signed copy of the application form, included herein as Attachment 1.
ii. A self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE) for the return of materials.
Applications without a SASE will not be returned and will be destroyed
upon completion of the review process.
iii. The selected artist/design team must have submitted all of the above and
also must submit the following at the time the Contract is prepared:
 Insurance. Where required, selected artists will be required to carry
insurance, including a minimum of $1,000,000 combined single
incident general liability insurance, $1,000,000 combined single limit
per accident automobile liability, and Workers’ Compensation and
Employer’s Liability Insurance (if applicable) in the amount of
$1,000,000 per occurrence. Fine Arts Insurance for the value of the
artwork/art elements will also be required. The cost of required
insurance may be included as part of the proposed budget.
 Agreement to obtain Permits (required if access closures/ traffic
control is needed in public right of way for installation) and evidence
permits have been approved prior to issuance of final payment.
iv. Additional requirements:
 Ownership of Materials. Waiver of proprietary rights for artwork. All
documents, including sketches, plans, specifications, reports, and all
other materials, including models, submitted as part of the proposal
will become the property of the City of Emeryville upon submittal.
Exceptions include material samples, tapes, or other materials
presented to illustrate the proposal, but which are not integral parts
of the proposal.
Community Participation. Although not required as part of the Selection
Criteria, it should be noted that the Emery Unified School District has a
robust “Artist in the Schools” program and the City is interested in
incorporating school children and other members of the community in
the design and development of artist’s works. For artists proposing the
inclusion of community participants including Emery Unified School
District children in the design, fabrication or installation of the proposed
art work(s), or an educational opportunity for an apprentice or multiple
students, a stipend of $1,500 is available. This is not necessarily
intended to require onsite participation for the mural, but to encourage
artist interaction with the community and to provide a teaching
opportunity for the City’s youth. An additional optional narrative of the
proposal for community participation can be submitted with the Artist
qualifications either at the time of application or after selection should an
artist wish to explore this opportunity.
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D. RFP REVIEW PROCESS
1. Procedures for Selection
a. Target Call. The RFP will be made both regionally to the Bay Area and to
California-based artists.
b. Selection Panel. A review panel comprised of a representative from the City
of Emeryville, a property representative, two public art committee
representatives, two professionals with experience in evaluating outdoor art
projects, and a community representative will review the applications and rank
them according in to the selection criteria outlined below. The artists or artist
teams with the highest scores will be recommended for consideration by the
City of Emeryville Public Art Committee (PAC). The PAC will review the
Selection Panel’s evaluation and make a recommendation to the City Council
for final approval.
2. Selection Criteria
Artists are to produce design concepts based on the following criteria:
a. Aesthetics. The aesthetic quality of the artist’s past work, including content,
craftsmanship, uniqueness and relevance to its environment.
b. Experience. The degree to which the artist’s past work relates to the goals
and parameters of the Greenway at Powell to Stanford Public Art Mural
project.
c. Ability. The artist’s demonstrated ability to translate art concepts into durable
and safe materials that can withstand long-term exposure in an outdoor
environment.
d. Project Sustainability. Evidence that artist’s existing public artworks have
maintained an appropriate level of quality and integrity over time.
e. Teamwork. Artist’s demonstrated ability to work successfully as a member of
a project design team and ability to work within public review processes.
f. Concept Quality. Artistic excellence, creativity and originality of the project’s
concept.
g. Compliance with Goals. The artist's response to the stated goals of the
project, including the physical, geographical, and ecological relationship of the
artwork/installation to the site.
h. Technical Practicality. The technical feasibility of the proposed
artwork/installation, including minimum maintenance requirements, resistance
to vandalism and appropriateness for public use and access.
i. Budget (Completeness, not Lowest Bid). An evaluation of the proposed
budget, including: 1) its feasibility for the nature and scope of the project, and
2) an analysis of whether the artist has done appropriate research and
obtained viable cost estimates from subcontractors and suppliers.
j. Experience. Positive feedback from professional references.

8

PROJECT SCHEDULE**
Target dates for completion of preliminary design and final design are shown below.
June - October 2017
Public Art Mural Sub-Committee, Public Art Committee
(PAC) and City Council Review RFP/Program
RFP Issued
October 2017
Applications Due
November 30, 2017
Project Finalist(s) Recommended by Selection Panel
December 22, 2017
PAC Reviews Selection Panel Recommendations
January 11, 2018
City Council Approval
February 20, 2018
March 2018
Contracts and Notice to Proceed Issued, Easement
Agreement
Installation (project commencement)
April 2018
**This schedule may be subject to change, pending completion of the Greenway
construction project and the private building remodel project as well as weather
conditions. Final schedule will be refined with artists or artist team, agencies,
and consultants.
APPLICATION MATERIALS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM ON
THURSDAY, November 30, 2017.
SEND TO:
Emi Thériault, Community and Economic Development Coordinator
Economic Development & Housing Division
Community Development Department, City of Emeryville
1333 Park Avenue
Emeryville, CA 94608
The City of Emeryville reserves the right to reject any or all applications or
proposals and to modify or terminate the application process or the selection
process for any reason and without prior notice.
Direct all questions related to this RFP via email only to Community and Economic
Development Coordinator Emi Thériault at:
Email (Questions only) to: etheriault@emeryville.org
Attachments:
1) Application Form
2) Context Photos-Viewpoints
3) Broken Rack Remodel Plans
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CITY OF EMERYVILLE MURAL PUBLIC ART PROJECT
PUBLIC ART APPLICATION FORM - MURAL PROPOSAL
Artist’s Name (or Team Leader*)_________________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________________________
City/State_____________________________________Zip Code______________________
Email Address_________________________________
Telephone(s)__________________________________
*Names and E-mail or telephone numbers of additional team members*, if applicable:
Name________________________________________
Email or Phone ________________________________
Name________________________________________
Email or Phone ________________________________
Note: Please provide additional team member names on a separate, attached, sheet if
necessary.
Please check the requirements as below and attach










Artist information
Resume/CV
Examples of prior work (color images)
Artist statement
References
Proposal
Visual proposal (can be line drawing) and narrative proposal
Maintenance plan/materials description
Photo(s) of proposed mural location(s) and hand drawn or computer generated
simulations of proposed mural
 Site plan/dimensions/location

Attachment 1

Mural Timeline – please complete following
Delivery Date‐
Assume approval in
February 2018
Final Design
Site Preparation
Installation
Completion
Community Celebration

Mural Budget – please complete following
Cost

1. Site Preparation
2. Paint/Primer/Sealer*
3. Supplies/Materials, other
4. Artist Fee
5. Equipment Rentals
6. Insurance
7. Permits (required if access closures/ traffic control is needed in public
right of way for installation), unlikely in this project
8. Contingency (5‐10%)
9. Optional Community Participation Stipend
10. Optional Anti‐Graffiti Treatment

*Note: Artist to confirm existing surface condition and note/include in
proposal surface treatment, if necessary, to provide optimal background
surface for proposed mural.
Total
Optional: Community Participation Proposal included?
 Yes
 No
I / We have read the Emeryville Mural Project RFP and the City of Emeryville Public Art
Contract and agree to abide by the terms therein:

Artist or Team Representative

Attachment 1

City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project
Greenway Extension at Stanford to Powell
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Attachment 2

City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Context-Urban form
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Context
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Context
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Viewpoint A
 Greenway Segment; view at Hollis/Powell
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Viewpoint B*
 Hollis-Powell Intersection

*Potential Secondary (Second)
Mural location
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Viewpoint C
 Hollis-Stanford Intersection
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Viewpoint D
 Mid-block Hollis Pedestrian Window
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City of Emeryville

CALIFORNIA

Mural Program – Pilot Project

Viewpoint E
 Peladeau-Stanford Intersection
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Bike rack, typ.

Fixed metal and wood
counter and railing

EMERYVILLE GREENWAY
Umbrella,
typ.

Fixed metal railing, 36"

Metal structure
supporting awning
and signage

Door and sidelight
at existing opening

N

Moveable
furniture, typ.

Retractable awning above, typ.
Decorative string lights to match
Greenway string lights above, typ.

THE BROKEN RACK

Proposed Plan
The Broken Rack - Emeryville

8/7/17
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Attachment 3

Proposed Section

The Broken Rack - Emeryville

8/7/17

0

4'

9'-0"

20'-0", V.I.F.

75'-0", V.I.F.

43'-9", V.I.F.

Proposed Elevation

The Broken Rack - Emeryville

8/8/17

0

8'

